
Raymond T. Arnold, Jr.

Friday, July 17, 2020
One O’Clock in the Afternoon

Upper Shady Grove Baptist Church
1580 John Dodd Road

Wellford, South Carolina

Pastor Kenneth L. McDowell, Officiating

Celebration of Life
for

July 7, 2020

Honorary Pallbearers
SC State Alumni

Honorary Floral Bearers
Former Students 

Lincoln High School and Eastside High School

The family extends special thanks to the following 
caregivers and providers: Dr. Harlicia Farley, Ms. Louise 
Scott, Ms. Jerushia Caldwell and Family, Dr. Barry 
Gorlitsky, the staff at Happy Home Care, the dedicated 
staff of Kindred at Home, and St. Francis Eastside 
Hospital. We are also grateful for support from Diane 
Moss Dogan, Anthony Jones, Lamont Murphy, Wayne 
Rookard, Anthony Rookard, Mr. and Mrs. Scottie 
Samuel, the Wendell Scott Family, Pam Brewton, Alana 
Krotzer, Mike and Taylor Ferguson, Corey Ferguson, Pam 
Reid, Upper Shady Grove Baptist Church, Ray’s students 
from Lincoln and Eastside High Schools, the Spartanburg 
Chapter of SC State University Alumni, SC State Class of 

1954, other neighbors, and friends.

Expression of Gratitude
from the Family

THE J.W. WOODWARD FUNERAL HOME, INC.
ESTABLISHED 1916

594 Howard Street  •  Spartanburg, SC 29303
(864) 582-6751  •  Fax  (864) 582-0351

The Home That Service Built

Celebrating Over 100 Years of Service

November 25, 1934



Life ProfileOrder of Service 
 Raymond (“Ray”) Thomas Arnold, Jr. passed away at St. 
Francis Eastside Hospital on Tuesday, July 7, 2020.  He was the only 
child born to the union of the Late Annie Maude Rookard Arnold and 
Raymond Arnold, Sr, on November 25, 1934, in Westminster, SC. 
He was a member of Upper Shady Grove Baptist Church (Wellford, 
SC), where he served as a trustee for many years.

 Raymond was married to the late Mary Ellen Ferguson Arnold. 
He was a devoted father. Widowed since 1979, Mr. Arnold raised their 
three children as a single parent. Ray’s enthusiasm for education inspired 
his children to pursue careers in medicine and science.

 Ray was the salutatorian of his graduating class at Spartanburg 
County Training School. He graduated from South Carolina State 
College (now University) at the young age of 19 (Class of 1954). After 
30 years of teaching (at Lincoln and Eastside High Schools), he retired 
from Greenville County Schools in 1985.

 Anyone who knew Ray can affirm his passion for “all things 
automotive”. He was on the pit crew of the first African American 
NASCAR racing team, with legendary driver Wendell Scott at its 
helm (in Car #34). Fellow members of the pit crew affectionately 
called him “Rags” because he always kept shop rags in his pockets. 
He served on the pit crew until Mr. Scott retired from the sport in 
1973. The two remained very close friends until Mr. Scott’s death 
in 1990. When Mr. Scott was posthumously inducted into the 2015 
NASCAR Hall of Fame Class, Ray was there to bear witness to Mr. 
Scott’s accomplishments and to share his own personal experiences. 
Visit RayArnoldLegacy.com to see additional information.

 In addition to Industrial Arts, Ray taught Automotive 
Mechanics and Driver Education. He founded a drag racing team at 
Eastside High School, and he selected his top students to serve on the 
pit crew. He was especially proud of his students from both Lincoln 
and Eastside High Schools. Many of them were inspired to pursue 
careers in education or the automotive industry. Ray often attended 
class reunions for his students from Lincoln High School. He was 
well loved by his former students, and a number of them remained in 
touch with him and his family well into his final days.

 Ray sold and repaired cars through Ray Arnold Automotive, 
and he was also an outstanding salesman at T.A. Mosley’s New and 
Used Cars in Greenville. Many in the community have shared that he 
helped them get their first car. 

The Processional ......................................... The Family

Selection ..................................................Tamela Spann

Scripture Readings
   Old Testament ................ Michael Ferguson (Nephew)
   New Testament ... Minister Dennis Ferguson (Student)

Prayer of Comfort ....Reverend Grady Brooks (Student)

Reflections ................... Students, Relatives and Friends

Selection ..................... Stephen Foster (Nephew In Law)

Words of Comfort ....Reverend Thomas McDowell (Friend)

The Recessional ........................................... The Family

Psalm 32:8 New International Version (NIV)

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
   I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.

 Ray was one of the initial founders of the Spartanburg 
County Chapter of South Carolina State University Alumni. Fellow 
alumni remember him for his active involvement. They note that 
he was instrumental in carrying out the work of the chapter, and he 
once donated a car for fundraising efforts.

  Left to cherish Ray’s memory are his three adult children, 
Dr. Sonya Arnold, Dr. Antonia Arnold-McFarland (“Toni”), 
Raymond T Arnold III (Trey), son-in-law Tony D. McFarland, 
Sr, and a special friend, Louise Scott. He is also cherished by his 
brothers-in-law Harvey Ferguson, Alton Ferguson, Earl Ferguson, 
Thomas Perkins; sisters-in-law Cynthia Ferguson and Charlotte 
Ferguson Taylor; numerous nieces and nephews; close cousin Wayne 
Rookard; and close family friend Frankie Scott, of Danville, VA 
(son of the late Wendell Scott and fellow member of Mr. Scott’s 
NASCAR Team). He will be missed by a host of other relatives from 
the Rookard, Ferguson, and Arnold families. 

Additional Activities
Ray Arnold, Jr. Checkered Flag Auto

and Racing Tribute

Piedmont Interstate Fairgrounds Spartanburg, SC
July 17, 2020 | 6:00 - 8:30 PM 

Greenville – Pickens Speedway, Easley, SC
July 18, 2020- TBD

(see RayArnoldLegacy.com)

The legacy of Raymond T. Arnold, Jr. will be commemorated via 
the Arnold Family Legacy Scholarship Fund. For further details 

and to learn more on how his legacy will live on, please reference the 
information below:

RayArnoldLegacy.com

ArnoldFamilyScholarship@gmail.com 
(919) 576–0051


